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Gemini- The streets are quiet 
and full of sunlight. Some- 
times, spending time in a 
e week eee you visit every day can 

eel like vacation. Don't 
our back tryin 
own this week. 
fgo. funno matter what. 


“Aquarius- Pay attention to 
timing. You run the risk of a 
Three’s_ Company ales she- 
nanigan later in t 

if you don’t keep your wits 
about you. Accept an invita- 
tion to a social cee this 
weekend and let yourse 


Pisces- Take a moment to 
appreciate the art that your 
friends are creating. You 
know amazing pea and it 
would be foolish not to enjoy 
what they're creating. They 
could use the praise. 


Try goin 


Aries- This is a week to eap 


iven moma and_brin Sincere in 


Taurus- Look for the sav- 
ing grace in someone you 
may have dismissed last 
week. Some personalities are 
hard to swallow at first, but 
may prove to be invaluable 
friends after a time. 


you need 


winter. 


AY 
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Dear Lyra, 


| am a supervisor at my job. Sometimes | 
have to fire people if they're really bad at 
their job. | don’t like this part of my job, but 
being a supervisor has helped me avoid 
conflict a lot less and be up front with 
people more. Getting rid of my conflict- 
avoiding ways is a huge goal in my life and 
this job has helped me with that. 

That being said, yesterday | saw someone 
who | fired once on the El. My natural in- 
stinct was to flee, and fast. So | shoved past 
as many people as | could ona very packed 
train and pretended | didn’t see him. 

Is there something better | should have 
done?! Somehow saying “hey dude, sorry 
about that whole losing your livelihood 
thing” didn’t seem appropriate. Thoughts? 


Love, 
Little Wussy 
Hey there LW, 


I'm glad to hear that you're making strides 
towards your goal of avoiding avoiding 
conflict. | have had two jobs where | was 
in a similar situation and was responsible 
for letting people go who were not ben- 
eficial to the business. Both were “cool” 
service industry jobs. | lived in a small, 
hipster town and | was a small hipster, so 
| tended to bump into the people that I’d 
fired rather often. At first, this devastated 
me. | could hear them: “Oh, that’s the ugly 
bitch that fired me last month.” or “She's 
fucking the owner and fires girls that make 
her jealous.’ to cite two examples. 

| began to resent and hate the power that 
was rightfully given to me. | began to fear 
seeing people that had let me down be- 
cause | was afraid that | had let them down. 
| played devil's advocate: “I should have 
given him one more chance.’ or “Maybe 
she really wasn’t stealing beer.’ 


Cancer- Take earnest ap- Scorp 2 
praisal of your projects. You sh or perhaps a on 
may need to weed the gar- di 

den for the flowers to grow. 

to bed.at a decent 
hour and using the morning. to 
The sun rises later earlier. 


Leo- This is a good week to 


ou're reluctant 
Ss, especially in 
i productivity, ‘but in 
eos ley you an 

i 


what you've sewn, so don ee ina grou 
be shy in claiming, your re- ) | Bal 
ward or faci Q EP to aaver-__ to trust a! 
sities. The whéel keeps turn- matters o 
ing. Take the lesson from any 


it with, you. Life is nothin et them know your expect 
more by a scrapbook. tions up front. : 
Virgo- Be liberal with assis- 1 
tance this week. Do what you I de iQ 
can to help others and you'll this week. Jt tA 
be able to call on them when 4 
help in a couple of 
weeks. Dust off.an old pee 
that you haven't touched all SHG moods. Cures areata 


eee ee He He He He He ee ee ee ee ee ee eee 


Libra- An opportunity to > 
step up and gta the reins 
at work should be taken se- 
riously this week. It’s.a good 
time to make yourself useful 
as some downsizing may be 
on the horizon. Things al- 
ways slow down in summer. 


reak 
to leave 
ou'll have 


io- One of your friend- 


Hons ip is in danger o 
ssolving this week if you 
on't take others’ needs‘se- 
riously. It may, seem like 
chore at time put yoy stan 
oose a lot. Friends| Ip 
takes work and. compromise. 


Sagittarius- Wade out into 
ew or unexplored territory 

this week. Circumstances are 
ood for you to try some- 

thing new. Be ire not to 
re ignore your existing. respon- 

ésire to ale Bal ties and youll and t at 
F a thing weaves together 

or the better. 


See ae oF 


endeavor, 


subtle 
xercise 

I Oo yo ( 
mare ot of good to eat’we 
and sweat now and then. Tr 
to embrace the interconnec- 
of your various systems 


TTF" 


ways obvious. 


- 


After years of this: torturing myself, hating 
that | had power, feeling like a villain, | had 
a breakthrough. THEY should be embar- 
rassed to see ME. Their jibes, their nervous 
laughter, it was a defense. They knew that 
they deserved to be fired. They knew on 
some level that they had fired themselves, 
and were just being babies about it. 


The relationship that you foster with the 
people that work beneath you will have 
a big impact on how they feel when you 
fire them. If you work hard and never do 
the things for which you fire other people, 
then they will have less of a target in you 
when they are fired. If you fire someone 
for texting too much and you text on the 
job all the time, then they will think you're 
an asshole. To be a supervisor is to be an 
example. If you're a good example, and if 
you are understanding of occasional foi- 
bles, then the people that you fire will run 
through trains to avoid seeing the great 
boss that they let down. And more im- 
mediately, as for when you do bump into 
an employee that you fired, just say, “Hey! 
How are you?” 

-best 


ps- OK! | just reread this before printing 
and it seems servile. Not incorrect, but a 
bit too pandering. A big point that | left 
out is that often, owners and bosses will 
shunt the responsibility of being the bad 
guy onto employees. They use that whole, 
“You had a 4.0 grade point average so you 
like to do what the teacher says.” mentality. 
Well, if you have owners and bosses above 
you, and you do not feel comfortable fir- 
ing a particular employee, then send it 
back up. You can do this now and then and 
there is no shame in it. They make more 
money than you and they need you. 


free 


Howlin’ at you 
every Tuesday! 


Cavalcade of Flash Fiction 

“Look, What I'm Trying To Say Is, | Think We 
Should Get Us Going?” 

Jeremy Eric Tenenbaum 


So isn’t it time your boyfriend and | meet? 
For example, you'll need help moving. I'll 
be your friend of a friend with a van! Text 
me your address and I'll appear at six. I'll 
be wearing leather gloves and an under- 
shirt and cargo pants and Adidas. My dis- 
guise! — | would never wear those clothes. 
Next week, bring him to the café. I'll wear 
a black beard and a mohawk, a vest over 
plaid, oxblood boots, a neckerchief. _ I'll 
serve him and he'll never know me. You 
wouldn't know me if not for my crafty 
wink. 

Your boyfriend and | should meet face to 
face, but not my face. Have faith in me; | 
can be flexible and anonymous. I've seen 
every Peter Sellers. | can do wide eyes, 
sleepy eyes, bugged out, spectacle, con- 
tact, slit. I've perfected all accents and 
dialects, from Cheapside Cockney to my 
signature wry French Creole. I’m the Phan- 
tom, the Shadow. Whyyy, | could be in 
your room right now! Kidding. 

And on that point: a new house can be an 
arsenal of opportunity for us. For exam- 
ple, you'll need to paint. | can come over 
Tuesday wearing oversized overalls and a 
cap and an eyepatch. Or the boiler might 
break; I'll text you how. I'll wear a false 
nose and repair it better than original. | 
can deliver the mail, | can connect your 
Fios. In ninja sack | can be your burglar. 
You'll recall my adoration of Blue Velvet 
but did you know | own an oxygen tank 
and mask? | mention this because there 
might be a fire. 

He and | can meet twice a day. I'll shake 
his hand, real friendly, call him by name 
and he'll never know me from a stranger. 
I'll grow a Van Dyke, gauge my ears. I'll be 
hipster, minister, rasta, Fourth Doctor. | 
can do all classics — “Indian chief,” house- 
plant, pantomime horse. | can be Zeppo 
Marx, surely the most difficult. 

| don’t have to be this weight. | can lose 
teeth, walk with a limp, sheer it. He would 
look right through me at the warehouse, 
at his office, at Dirty Frank’s, in the men’s 
room, his mother’s house, in bed. 

| don't have to be this height. | have the 
money for surgery. | can remove my stom- 
ach or replace my neck with lung, install 
Dada ridge of eyes along my spine, blood 
blister, hump, excise problematic bones? 
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| can be as short as him. Text me his di- 
mensions. 

| can have his aquiline nose and his mind 
for math. | can have your hand. | can be his 
all-American. | can be pale as you, young 
as you, with your lightning bob and home- 
town San Diego. 

We can move in together, find a big house, 
finally meet. 


And one more story. 
Janet Pickle 


Well if this story was a train on tracks it’d 
begin at the first stop and end at the last. 
What could be more simple? Well. Stories 
are dumb, shapeless babies that shine out 
the illusion of simple once they get grown 
up. It is plain to see once one pauses to 
remember the strength of the occasional 
urge to keep quiet and travel along until 
the landscape feels right. Then that’s where 
you hop off, sink your stick into the mud 
and begin. But you have to keep on hop- 
ping cause that's how a story works. There's 
the bottom and top and the space in be- 
tween on the way up and again on the way 
down. You could get out the washboards, 
hike up yer skirts and hit your head on the 
top a second after pounding dust off the 
bottom til the dust starts birthing its own 
babies everyone dances right along with— 
no one's asking for names. Perhaps though, 
the tops and bottoms are wide away from 
one another, telephone poles connecting 
families on farms who need to talk about 
the way the grass has been growing. Hun- 
gry travelers with buttery teeth meander 
along pinning their own scrappy little bits 
up, dropping charms into the story grow- 
ing across the land, eventually realizing 
the pole they see now is a pale yellowish 
green but the one way back was yellowish 
pink. You stay nourished by this story as 
though it is a life til one day it shoots from 
your veins and mixes with the dirt on the 
floor of your room you made yourself from 
parts that trees needed no longer and rosy 
glass from the school for guardian angels. 
The sticky mixture ferments and bubbles 
and eventually becomes clear by way of a 
stolen still that works by sunlight and you 
leave the bottles on the stoop til the whole 
town is giggling along with a very particu- 
lar pitch you know like you knew your own 
old home and it’s okay that no one wants 
to admit what they drank because every 
head now lays itself down with some of 
your story in their dampy night beds. 
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THE BABADOOK 


2014 SUNDANCE FILM FESTIVAL ACCLAIM! 
AN 


FRIDAY AUG 8 iy 
11:59PM 


TICKETS $6.66 


\\) | PFS ROXY THEATER 
2023 SANSOM ST 


) ] 
WWW.FILMADELPHIA.ORG/NOWSHOWING 


PHILLY KIPS GYM 


610 SOUTH PERCY STREET 215-62 7+393Y 


OPEN HOUSE 
SATURDAY, AUGUST 23RD 9.30 AM - 12:30 PM 


DROP IN ANYTIME FoR FREE oPEN GYM 
“ALL AGES WELCOME™ 
A RAPPLE, SNACKS, AND A DEAL 


NEW 8& WEEK SESSION STARTS AUGUST. 25TH 
WW.WPHLL YK BDSG YM:cOM 


WTF 2k: é Wacky é Facts! 
e Anything that falls to the 
Earth simultaneously, imperceptible 
pulls the Earth to itself. A In 1568, the 
Catholic Church officially condemned 
the entire population of the Nether- 
lands to death for heresy. A It is most 
likely to be raining at 7am. A It is least 
likely to be raining at 3am A Toyota gave 
a press release in 2011 that the plural of 
Prius is Prii. A During certain times of 
the year, a sloth’s metabolism slows so 
much that it can starve to death with a 
full stomach. A Since 1980, the salaries 
of fortune 100 company executives has 
increased %4,000, while the employees 
of fortune 100 companies has increased 
an average of %300. A A dollar in 1980 


was worth %290 what a dollar today 
is worth. A Brigham Young, founder of 
Salt Lake City, UT, had 55 wives. A Until 
1857, it was legal in England for a man 
to sell his wife. The average going rate 
was the equivalent of about $350,000 
in modern value, and was usually put 
towards paying off debts. A 2% of the 
US population died in our Civil War. To- 
day that would be 6,278,300 people. A 
The total number of birds killed by the 
Exxon Valdez spill are killed every day 
by window glass in the US: 250,000. A 
Half of the world’s 35,000 golf courses 
are in the US. A The Nazis made it a 
capital crime, punishable by immediate 
death, for chimpanzees to salute Hitler. 
A Nazi is the Swahili word for coconut. A 
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Get your Philadelphia 


Secret Admirer tanktops! 


Cool fashions and lovely fabric. 
Female and male-bodied sizes. 
small, medium, large, extra large 
gray, purple, or black fabric 
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ZAI quys | 
guys are . oy | all with mustard yellow ink 
ses holes! ee across down Printed locally at Awesome Dudes 
: ; Trust me; do not 1. Gets wasted after very few drinks 1. Fermentation sediments $15 and we mail it to your door 

FOUND: Lovely fluffy gray kitty found at York ; trust a 5. A Nigerian people 2. A language of Pakistan and India 
and Amber in Kensington. Very healthy and Lim special — 8. Placed 3. One who feels inherently superior 
personable. If you lost a room mate, contact: ered S!INgle one. 12. Sea eagle 4. Turned under and sewed the edge 
rebecca at rebeccabarn@gmail.com = Me EEN) 13. To edit or improve 5. “lam 3.14159...’ in text speak 


15. Small reverse current in air or water 6. Green, yellow, red or wax 


16. If Adom eats Apples, who eats epples? 7: !t happened a single time 
eee Es 8. Confederate general % 


Bea pal, submit your menstrual-themed haiku to Wendy Otter - CornFairy@gmail.com 


17. Swiftly : . 
With grad school swagger, Out the door for work. 18. Divisible by 2 oe See Pea Good Friends - Good Food : Good Times 
We facked for your twenty-first Bled through pants, had to goHack. 19. Underwater sailors ; ate a 
Now | bleed alone. Hoofay for blood blood Was early, now late. 22. 112 degrees on a compass Beale wine get paid 


23. A really long time 
Summercamp romance, 24. An unrefined person 
Bleeding so inopportune 26. Blood filter 
Your"moods, myMeartstrings 29. Shimmy in the hips 
31. Where a fox lives 
32. Mediterranean flowering herb 
34. 2nd person possessive pronoun 
36. Carve into 
38. Polecat 


Dominique Christinasis 


bloddy badass *swoon* . Aggressive roller sport 


. Popular brand of steak sauce 
. What the hat will do to you 
your first day at Hogwarts 
. Hawaiian island 
. A two-masted sailing ship 
. Astonishing 
. A far northern American territory 
. Bloods, Crips, MS-13 


Overhearel nT Phila 40. Drug customer . Bowel wash 


41. Slang for coitus . French plural for “of” 


Am Lin labor!? 
Why does/it hurt,so damn much!? 
| birthed a soggy tampon. 


SATS LO% 


on entire purchase with this coupon 
328 South St - TheBoylerRoom.com 


tampon wrapper trash 
birthdayBBOQ “Did you get yourperiod?!” 
got just a lil blood; divacup happy husband dance 
on time for the flow 


Mucoid period 
Bloody snot between my legs 
Hay fever poon-tang 


LAST 


Ray’s Birthday Bar, Federal&Passyunk 43. Your skin, or your heart . Mongrel 

guy 1- (Very drunk) | met Sufyan Stevens in a 45. Scottish uncle . Before 
bathroom in Louisville. You say it like 46. In Phila, a lot of 40 across prefer this . Zeus’ wife : : 
LOOaville. And | said, “Hey, you're Soup 48. West coast mountain range . German sovereign during WWI ae 
John Stevens!” and he just looked at me 50. Opposite of bless . Uterus WEEKS 
so! called him an asshole. Then later | 51. Perceive the rejected light of an object pees f eet 
find out that | said his name, like totally 52. Irish Communist organization ; eh coats Daas Oe ee. 
wrong, So, you know, I’m the asshole. | 54. A joyous state of feeling divine favor ; Sy y 


: : i 52. Follows the clip in a horses walk 
think | was wearing a bowler derby. Se in yellow or chocolate _Asadden Sanbine dread 


55. The voice of the canyon 
Locust Walk 64. Chinese unit of weight and currency 56, aaitaie u 


hippy guy on phone- What the fuck do you 65. Leaf of the talipot palm NANA 


Boy Kitty (left) and Girl Kitty (right) 
What are they looking at? 


Lost but Seeking mean Thor's a woman?! 66. Sudden desires 58. Lack of difficulty 
Remember folks, we run lost pet and stolen bike ads Sucandehaut PN a ae he saws wood ae oe Pts eon —_* i —0o% ; 
for free if we have spare room. <3 ut and abou : . Coverall epithet to shame 
ree Eas Hist gal- They should make candy that tastes like dirt . Rock containing elemental metals sexually active individuals 1 
Want to see your favorite animal pal in the and pennies for people that eat dirt and aul ool etic ol Seal ln , 
Secret Admirer? Send us a photo with a cap- poe 
tion or name and we'll print it! Also. If you're Fr P 
: ankford&Girard 
looking for a home for a stray or homeless obviously drunk guy on phone- Yeah! They just I arta vould ane poem oH 
animal, send in the details and your contact FIRED me just for cutting my handi 1- Name'the dirtiest Peanut: \ and put It away for a minute : 
info and we'll get the word out for free. _ (pause) Well yeah | was drunk. (pause) 2-Who.teaches charms at Hogwarts? I I 
hanks for reading! No! They can’t tell! No one can! (pause) 3- In Greek mythology, who was tricked into holding the sky for eternity? , , 
; ; ; ; No you can't! Keep emcomin’) 4-Where would you find Olympus Mons, the largest volcano,in our solar system? | I 
PhiladelphiaAdmirer@gmail.com text: 603 2034766 5-How many stripes on the US flag are.red? 1 1 
or text 603 203 4766 email: PhiladelphiaAdmirer@gmail.com ANSWERS ON BACK NN a eee eee ee ee’ 


